jin bero Hecotor is standing outside the
gates of Troy awaiting Achilles’ attack,
he admits he should have taken carlier
advice 10 lead o retrent back into the
city. As it is, he says (o himsell, *1 have
dustroyed my people by my rash actions,
and now feel aidds in front of the Tro-
jan men and women in case someonc
more cowardly than | shall say of me,
“Hector, trusting  in  his  strength,
destroyed his people.” * So he concludes
that the only thing to do now is fight,
and cither kill Achilles and return, or be
killed by him in front of the city and win
nown by a noble death.

point is that without aidds there

be no honour. Unless & hero was
able to judge what others considered
shameful, he could not expect the status
or high valuation in other people’s cyes
that he craved. That he was so able 1o
judge indicates that there was broad
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impression that the air force knew there
was something going on. Actually the air
force had no idea what was going on in

1947, but by 1950 had come to the conclu-
sion that there was no great flying saucer
mystery. But in the post-Watergate envi-
ronment of the later 1970s that conspir-
acism became rampant.

For example, the alleged Roswell inci-
dent took place in 1947 when a farmer
found some debris — probably from a
secret military balloon — on his farm near
Roswell, New Mexico. This was about a

and their spaceship are alleged to have
becen spirited away and hidden by the air
force. Some, like the UFO

author Stanton Fricdman, have called it
‘the cosmic Watergate', Amcrican space

police and was intended to show that the
Jews had a plan for world domination.
Some of this was incorporated by Nesta
Webster in her Secrer Societies and Subver-
sive Movements, first published in 1923,
Ncarly all the right-wing conspiracist writ-
ers since then have drawn on Webster, with
or without acknowledgment. She pro-
pounded the theory of the Jewish-masonic
; conspiracy going back to ancient times. Her
works were praised by such celebrities as
Winston Churchill and H.G. Wells. Later
she joined Mosley.

Her successors, such as A K. Chesterton

At the root of conspiracism lies the belief
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the same universe of the mind as do the
rest of us. Jenny Randles, who usually
keeps a clear distinction between fact and
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